FROM   A   COLLEGE   WINDOW
there is a lamentable want of proportion about
the whole view ! The truth is^ that we _ English
are in tnany respects barbarians still, and as we
happen at the present time to be wealthy bar-
barians, we devote our time and our energies to
the things for which we really care, I do not at
all want to see games diminished, or played with
less keenness. I only desire to see them duly
subordinated. I do not think it ought to be con-
sidered slightly eccentric for a buy to care very
much about his work, or to take an interest in
books. I should like it to be recognised at
schools that the one quality that was admirable
was keenness, and that it was admirable in what-
ever department it was displayed ; but nowadays
keenness about games is considered admirable
and heroic, while keenness about work or books
is considered slightly grovelling and priggish.
The same spirit has affected what is called
sport. People no longer look upon it as an
agreeable interlude, but as a business in itself;
they will not accept invitations to shoot, unless
the sport is likely to be good ; a moderate per-
former with the gun is treated as if it was a
crime for him to want to shoot at all ; then the
motoring craze has come in upon the top of